
Dear 5th Ward Resident:

Finally, we have sun glistening off 
Lake Michigan. The incessant rain, 
clouds and fog are keeping the water 
cooler than usual, however. According 
to the National Weather Service, May 
was the wettest on record since 1871 
and June wasn’t much better. 

It’s been 135 years since Chicago has 
gone this deep into the calendar year 
without seeing temperatures above 83 

degrees. Then, like magic someone turned up the heat. The water 
will not warm up overnight, but at least the days of 60 degrees near 
the shoreline and 40 degrees further out in the lake are numbered.

Fifth Ward residents are a hardy bunch, however, and we’re not 
about to let the city’s weather keep us from taking part in the 
many planned festivals, which is what summer is about for so 
many people of all ages. Over the 
summer, I look forward to seeing 
you at one of the ward’s many 
events. 

In addition to having fun in the 
sun, look for my staff and I at this 
year’s “Alderman on the Block” 
pop-up offices. We’ll notify you 
at least 72 hours in advance. We 
look forward to getting to know 
our new neighbors and seeing 
some familiar faces.

In the meantime, have a safe, 
enjoyable and “warm” summer.

Sincerely,

Leslie A. Hairston

COMMUNITY NEWS
“We are on schedule,” said the owner of the Local 
Market by Shop & Save in South Shore. Husband 
and wife team, Eva and Cezary Jakubowski joined 
5th Ward Alderman Leslie Hairston, former Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel and a handful of residents on a 
tour of the long awaited grocery store’s cavernous 
interior.

The Jakubowski’s closed on the city’s last remaining 
vacant Dominick’s in February and started 
reconstruction work immediately. Eva Jakubowski 
said all of the mechanical work is installed and she 
is looking forward to moving in the equipment and 
putting on the final touches before opening to the 
public.

“We can’t wait. It’s been a long process and we can’t 
wait to open the store for business,” said the mostly 
suburban grocery chain owner.

Ald. Hairston wanted to 
have the tour to assure 
residents work was going 
on inside behind the 
boarded up windows on the 
exterior.

“There were a lot of rumors 
and skepticism,” said the 
alderman. “I wanted to 
make sure that I kept my 
constituents apprised of what 
was going on to let them 
know that it’s not just a 
boarded up building.”

Hairston said what she is 
most excited about is having a full-service, full-scale 
grocery store with food offerings and amenities that 
will reflect the community’s diversity.

That diversity is already on display from workers on 
the job. Currently, 64% of the contractors are MBE/
WBE and 40% are from the neighborhood.

Continued on page 2
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Reaction is mixed to Trader 
Joe’s replacing the shuttered 
Treasure Island grocery store 
in the Hyde Park Shopping 
Center. Scheduled to open 
in the fall, the University of 
Chicago—which owns the 
property—said the neighbor-
hood store received the most 
votes in an online survey.

In November, the university 
put out a survey asking area 
residents what they might 
want to see in a new grocer. 
Reportedly 628 people within 
the survey asked for a Trader 
Joe’s, three times more than 
any other grocery store 

“Construction Should Commence” 

Judge John Robert Blakey wrote “construction should 
commence without delay” in his decision to “terminate” the 
lawsuit brought by Protect Our Parks to keep the Obama 
Presidential Center out of historic Jackson Park. In a 52-
page memo Judge Blakey concludes, “the legislature, not the 
courts, can decide when it might be necessary to ‘encroach’ 
on parkland.” The job of the court, the judge wrote, is only 
to determine whether the intent of the legislation was being 
honored, and whether it’s all constitutional. To which, in this 
case, he answered yes and yes.

POP argued the city’s transfer of public parkland to the 
Obama Foundation was illegal. The City and Chicago Park 
District argued the Park District Aquarium and Museum Act 
encourages the building of such projects on public parkland.

Margaret Schimd, a co-founder of Jackson Park Watch, which has concerns about the center’s location in Jackson Park, believes the 
judge’s interpretation is too narrow. “There will be an appeal and this is far from over,” said Schmid.

Newly-elected mayor Lori Lightfoot issued a statement saying she looked forward to working with community stakeholders and the 
Obama Foundation to ensure neighboring communities share in this projected growth.

“The court today made unequivocally clear that this project may be located in Jackson Park, marking a significant step forward in 
this historic project and for our entire city,” said Lightfoot.

Despite Judge Blakey adding there should be no delay in construction, four federal reviews of the Obama Presidential Center 
location are still underway. 

Community News  - Cont. from page 1

Washington Construction Company LLC 
is just one of the black-owned companies 
working to get the grocery store ready 
for its grand opening. A steel erector, 
who is installing the structural steel for 
the roof frames and new beams, Walter 
Washington started his business three 
years ago.

“I’m one of only four African American 
steel erectors in the city of Chicago,” 
explains Washington. “I partnered with 
another black-owned company that 
does steel fabrication. William Conrad of 
Bridgeport Steel has been in business for 
close to 40 years.”

Mayor Emanuel said he was glad the 5th 
Ward was getting a first-class grocery 
store.

“When people talk about food deserts 
they’re actually talking about oppor-
tunity deserts,” said Emanuel.

Jakubowski said her staff will start 
interviewing and hiring in late summer. 
There are plans to hold three job fairs 
and a vendor fair for local businesses.

requested and more than all the other grocery stores combined.

Ald. Leslie Hairston said in a news release, “The need to attract another quality, 
affordable grocery store is something I have heard consistently from my 5th Ward 
constituents since last fall.”

While some Hyde Park residents are pleased that Trader Joe’s is opening its first 
South Side store in their community, others say there is still a need for a full-service 
grocery to fill the void left by the closing of Treasure Island.
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Community 
Benefits 
Agreement 
More than 150 people gathered to 
discuss a proposed ordinance to prevent 
the displacement of residents by the 
Obama Presidential Center. The forum, 
which was attended by both Ald. Leslie 
Hairston and 20th Ward Ald. Jeanette 
Taylor, is part of ongoing efforts to craft 
a Community Benefits Agreement. The 
organizations that make up the Obama 
CBA Coalition are bolstered by the 
recent municipal election showing that 
nearly 90% of voters in four precincts 
surrounding the center support a CBA. 

Hairston and Taylor, who represent 
the four precincts, said they will work 
together with community organizations 
to introduce an ordinance at the July 
City Council meeting. There are five 
talking points in the ordinance, which 
calls for 30% of new housing in the area 
to be set aside for affordable housing; 
a property tax freeze; funding for 
local jobs; job training and workforce 
development; creation of a community 
trust fund for home repair and tax relief 
for longtime residents; and creation of a 
community engagement process. 

“I want to thank you all for pushing,” 
Hairston said. Taylor urged both 5th 
and 20th Ward residents to continue 
to reach out to them to express their 
views. “You all do the hard work. Y’all 
wrote the ordinance; all I’ve got to do is 
call it,” said Taylor.

The CBA would cover the area within 
a two-mile radius of the planned OPC 
site, encompassing all of Woodlawn and 
Hyde Park and most of South Shore and 
southern Kenwood.

Promontory Point 
Gets National 
Recognition
It has taken 20 years, but Ald. Hairston 
and members of the Promontory Point 
Conservancy stood together for the 
unveiling of a commemorative plaque 
celebrating the iconic landmark’s 
inclusion on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The plaque will sit along 
the Lake Shore bike path near 57th Street.

“I would like to thank 
Jack Spicer and Don 
Lamb for the time and 
work they contributed 
on the journey to 
getting Promontory 
Point on the National 
Registry,” said the 5th 
Ward alderman.

On the conservancy’s website, supporters 
explain why preserving the point was so 
important. 

“Generations of South Siders have 
enjoyed the Point since it was built in 
the 1930s. This listing on the National 
Register honors the Point’s history, 
beauty and diversity; it helps preserve 
the Point for future generations. The 
Register listing highlights the Point’s 
limestone revetment that meets Lake 
Michigan, its Alfred Caldwell designed 
landscape, and its long history as an open 
and safe place for all to meet, mingle, 
swim, sit, stroll and play.”

 

Sign of the Times
You may have seen the “Please, pick 
up after your pet” signs popping 
up throughout the ward. While 
some resident do not like them, 
the 5th Ward service office is being 
inundated with requests.

“It’s a shame we have to threaten 
our neighbors with the possibility 
of fines to get them to pick up 
after their pets,” said Hairston. “As 
much as we owners want to think 
that everyone is a pet lover, it’s not 
the case. It’s a matter of mutual 
respect.”

“We Call Police” signs also 
are available for residents 
to put in their windows. 
Residents should stop by the 
5th Ward office to pick up 
signs for their property.

      LEGISLATIVE FRONT
    Ald. Leslie Hairston introduced a 
resolution calling for a City Council 
hearing of the Civilian Office of Police 
Accountability, which investigates 
police misconduct. Nine aldermen 
signed on to the resolution that 
questions the “leadership and 
effectiveness” of Sydney Roberts, 
COPA’s chief administrator.

“If the ship is going down, then it’s 
time to right the ship,” Hairston said 
about COPA. “I have been hearing 
things about there being some 
issues in COPA, and I know that it’s 
still a relatively new agency. Since 
we are under a new administration, 
I thought it would be good to get a 
new report from them on how it’s 
going.” Cont. on page 3
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List of Festivals

International Festival of Life
July 4-7

Chosen Few Old School Reunion 
Picnic
July 6

Silver Room Block Party
July 20

South Shore SummerFest
Aug. 21

Hyde Park Jazz Festival
Sept. 28-29

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Tuesday 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
(Residents can meet privately with 
the alderman from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.) 
Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Ward Office Closed:

Fourth of July - July 4 & 5
Labor Day - Aug. 30 - Sept. 2

Upcoming Ward Meetings:
(All meetings begin at 6 p.m.)

Tuesday, July 23
Augustana Lutheran Church
5500 S. Woodlawn Ave.

Tuesday, Aug. 27
LaRabida Children’s Hospital
6501 S. Promontory Dr.

Tuesday, Sept. 24
South Shore Fine Arts Academy
1415 E. 70th St.

Tuesday, Oct. 22
Paul Revere Elementary School
1010 E. 72nd St.

For further information contact 
the 5th Ward Service Office 
773-324-5555 or visit the website
at www.leslieahairston.com

Written and produced by The Publicity Works

Department. She is calling for the 
CPD to maintain and provide to 
arrestees a list of all nonprofit and 
government legal service providers 
offering free legal representation. The 
ordinance, requires the department 
and superintendent ensure that all 
police stations and other facilities, 
where arrestees are held, prominently 
post the list of providers along with 
their telephone numbers and make 
it available within one hour of being 
placed in custody.

Eleven aldermen signed onto the 
ordinance, which was submitted to 
the Public Safety Committee.

Women’s Rights
The 5th Ward alderman joined her 
colleagues in recognizing June 10 as 
the “Day to Celebrate Women’s Right 
to Vote” and the role Illinois played 
in the Women’s Suffrage Movement. 
She also co-sponsored a resolution 
condemning attacks on Roe v. Wade.

“We are not going back to the days 
when women risked their lives to 
determine their future,” said Hairston. 
“How dare some elected officials, 
most of whom are men, archaically 
tell women what to do on such a 
personal level.”

Hairston thanked Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
for being a leader on reproductive 
rights and signing the Reproductive 
Health Act.

Committee 
Assignments
For the first time Ald. Hairston will 
serve as vice chairman of the Finance 
Committee. She will join her other 
49 colleagues on the Committee on 
Committee & Rules and she will 
sit on the Budget & Government 
Operations and Aviation committees. 
She said these are some of the most 
challenging committees. “I look 
forward to bringing my experience 
and skill set to work with my fellow 
committee members.”

Legislative Front - Cont. from page 3 

Hairston said she wants to know about 
the operation of the office; how COPA 
is investigating cases; the quality of 
those investigations; how cases are 
closed; and how many cases have 
been investigated. 

“I understand that they’ve re-written 
an investigative manual,” Hairston 
said. “I’d like to know why they did 
that, because the other one that was 
in existence was based on sound legal 
investigative practices, and it was 
consistent with the consent decree” 
drafted by the Department of Justice 
under President Obama and being 
overseen by Illinois Attorney Gen. 
Kwame Raoul. 

Hairston does not foresee her 
resolution having an adverse impact 
on her working relationship with the 
new mayor. “We want to make sure 
we are doing things in a different way, 
and we want to make sure that we are 
following what the Justice Department 
said needs to happen,” Hairston said. 
“She’s publicly said that, so I think this 
is right.”

The resolution also questions an 
exodus of investigators since the 
departure of Sharon Fairley, who 
ran the agency as a mayoral task 
force and U.S. Department of Justice 
investigators recommended police-
oversight reforms following the 2015 
release of a dashcam video showing 
Officer Jason Van Dyke’s fatal shooting 
of teenager Laquan McDonald.

Hairston also is drafting a new 
ordinance that would create an Inde-
pendent Citizen Police Monitor. A 
lawyer, she introduced a similar 
ordinance in 2016, which was relegated 
to the public safety committee and 
never called under Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel.

Hairston said her ICPM is an effort to 
add the civilian component, because 
COPA is still missing civilian oversight.

CPD
Ald. Hairston introduced another 
ordinance covering the Chicago Police




